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       3rd November 2009 
Northern Ireland Water Welcomes Bathing Water Results  

Northern Ireland Water (NI Water) has welcomed the 2009 Bathing Water Quality results, released today, which show that all but two beaches have met the required EC’s Bathing Water Directive standard. 
The Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) recorded the results from June to mid September at 24 bathing waters. Out of the 24 bathing waters tested, 22 met the mandatory standard – while 11 met the stringent guideline standard.  
Angela Halpenny, Head of Environmental Regulation at NI Water explains further,  

“We are pleased that 22 of the bathing waters passed the mandatory requirements, particularly considering the impact of the wet summer. Whilst these results demonstrate that our investment in wastewater systems is making a difference, there is still work to be done to further improve our systems.
“Unfortunately, the result for Portballintrae was affected by wet summer conditions which the local sewer network could not cope with. Periods of heavy rainfall caused the sewerage system to overflow and this discharge can temporarily reduce the water quality at bathing waters.  
“The system is designed to overflow in this controlled way to try to prevent out of sewer flooding which may affect property. Heavy rain also increases run-off from roads and agricultural land into streams which then discharge to the bathing water, affecting water quality. 

“NI Water is investing approximately £7.5 million to improve the Portballintrae and Bushmills wastewater treatment facilities with the scheme due for completion in 2010.

“NI Water has invested £42 million in upgrading the wastewater facilities on the North Antrim Coast.  However, the Portrush (East) bathing water failed the standard due to a discharge for which NI Water was not responsible. 
“Another factor which can impact on bathing waters is when inappropriate objects are flushed down the toilet. These items often make their way through the sewerage system and onto our beaches, or cause serious blockages that can lead to the operation of emergency overflows. Wastewater treatment works and sewerage systems are not designed to deal with objects such as cotton buds, nappies and sanitary items. 

“Whilst NI Water has a responsibility for water quality, everyone in Northern
Ireland can help protect the beaches and environment. The advice is simple - Bag it and Bin it, don’t flush it.  Further information on NI Water’s ‘Bag it and Bin it’ campaign can be found on our website, www.niwater.com, where a leaflet is available for download.  

Angela further commented:

“As one of Northern Ireland’s most important environmental stewards, we invest significant resources and measures in safeguarding the environment. Improving the wastewater infrastructure in Northern Ireland is a major priority for NI Water and in the current 3 year investment cycle we will have invested £490m on improvements to our sewerage network system and wastewater treatment works.”

ENDS

All media enquiries to NI Water Press Office 028 9035 7695 or press.office@niwater.com 
Notes to Editors
· Under the EC Bathing Water Directive 76/160/EEC, Northern Ireland Environment Agency monitors water quality at bathing waters in Northern Ireland.  Each location has been identified as a bathing water under the terms of the Directive and monitoring is undertaken during the bathing season, from 1 June to mid September
· There are two standards in the Bathing Water Directive; the Mandatory standard and the more stringent Guideline standard 
Ballyholme


· Northern Ireland Water is continuing with a £3.5 million project to improve the sewerage network in the Ballyholme area.  The work includes the up-grade of 3 sewerage pumping stations and the removal of 4 combined storm overflows 

· The work will ensure compliance with the new Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) standards and Urban Wastewater Treatment regulations as well as Bathing Water regulations

· The contract is expected to complete in early 2010
General



· Over the course of the 3 year period 2007/08 to 2009/10 NI Water will have invested approximately £490 million on improvements to its sewerage network system and wastewater treatment works 

· Around coastal areas, completed major improvements to wastewater treatment works include:

· North Coast WWTW – a new wastewater treatment works serving Coleraine, Portrush and Portstewart.  Estimated cost £47m
· Belfast North Shore – improved wastewater treatment facilities at Carrickfergus and Whitehouse. Estimated cost £22m
· Larne WWTW – Estimated cost £14m
· Portaferry WWTW. – Estimated cost £6m
· North Down WWTW – £44m of private finance investment through its Public Private Partnership (Project Omega) serving Bangor, Donaghadee and Millisle

· Ballyrickard WWTW – £12M of private finance investment through Public Private Partnership ( Project Omega) serving Newtownards

· Other coastal related projects scheduled to complete within the next 18 months include:

· Improvements to the wastewater treatment facilities at Bushmills and Portballintrae.  Estimated cost £7.5m
· Improvements to the wastewater treatment facilities at Whitehead, Ballycarry and Ballystrudder.  Estimated cost £10m
· Improvements to the wastewater treatment facilities at various locations on the Ards Peninsula, including Portavogie and Ballyhalbert
· Other coastal related projects scheduled to commence within the next 3 years include:

· Improvements to the wastewater treatment facilities at Benone. Estimated cost £7m
· Improvements to the wastewater treatment facilities at Newcastle. Estimated cost: £10m
· Improvements to the sewerage network continues with work on-going at various coastal locations including:

· Newcastle – estimated cost £3.5m
· Ballycastle – estimated cost £1.2m
· Carrickfergus – estimated cost £1m
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